
 

 
5th Annual Grande Ippocrate Award for Scientific Research and Communication 
Presented to This Year’s Researcher of the Year, Antonio Giordano, M.D., Ph.D. 

 

• Antonio Giordano, M.D., Ph.D. was named this year’s recipient of the award, 
sponsored by Novartis and UNAMSI 
 

• Antonio Giordano, M.D., Ph.D., an internationally renowned researcher was a 
post-doctoral fellow at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CHSL) in Cold Spring, New 
York, where he studied under Nobel Laureate James Watson. He discovered 
several key factors in the regulation of the cell cycle, thereby making an essential 
contribution to the understanding of the molecular mechanisms underlying the 
onset of cancer. He is also committed to scientific and public awareness of cancer 
prevention. 

 
• The award ceremony will be held in Naples on November 19, 2012 at the “Castel 

Nuovo” a medieval castle in the city of Naples. The event will also be an 
opportunity to examine and discuss how environmental factors can affect health 
and the emergence of oncological diseases. 

 
 
 

Milan, November 9, 2012 – Antonio Giordano, M.D., Ph.D. is being awarded the Grande 
Ippocrate Award for Scientific Research and Communication. The award ceremony will take 
place at the “Castel Nuovo”on November 19, 2012, commencing at 4 p.m.  

During the award ceremony, Dr. Giordano will give a lecture which will be followed by a panel 
discussion on the importance of communication and public awareness about health and the 
environment. 

The Grande Ippocrate Award for Scientific Research and Communication was established in 
2008 and is the product of a collaboration between UNAMSI - the National Union of Scientific 
Medical Writers - and Novartis, one of the largest pharmaceutical groups active in Italy, with the 
aim of recognizing the work of Italian researchers who combine the excellence of their research 
with a proven ability to communicate the results to the general public through the media.  

 
The following were the members of the jury for the 2012 Grande Ippocrate Award: Achilles 
Caputi, Director of the Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine and Pharmacology - 
Faculty of Medicine and Surgery - University of Messina; Leonardo Fabbri, Head of Clinical 
Respiratory Diseases, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia; Adriana Bazzi, representative of 
Corriere della Sera; Francesco Brancati and Nicola Miglino, respectively President and Head of 
Institutional Relations, UNAMSI and Novartis Farma; Angela Bianchi, Head of Country 
Communications & Government Affairs and Gaia Panina, Chief Scientific Officer, Members 
Without the Right to Vote.  



In previous years, this award has been presented to individuals of the highest standing in the 
Italian and international scientific communities. The previous recipients were Elena Cattaneo, 
Ilaria Capua, Roberto Cingolani and Paolo Gasparini. 

 

ANTONIO GIORDANO, M.D., Ph.D. 

Antonio Giordano, M.D., Ph.D. completed his medical degree with honors at the University of 
Naples in 1986. He then embarked on his research in oncology at the Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory, under the direction of J.D. Watson. He continued his research at Temple University 
in Philadelphia, and then at Thomas Jefferson University, also in Philadelphia, as Professor of 
Pathology in the Department of Pathology, Anatomy and Cell Biology. Finally, he returned to 
Temple University, where he is currently Director of the Sbarro Institute for Cancer Research 
and Molecular Medicine and of the Center for Biotechnology in the College of Science and 
Technology. 

Since 2004, Dr. Giordano has been Professor of Pathology in the Department of Human 
Pathology and Oncology at the University of Siena. Since June 2006, he has been promoting 
the Human Health Foundation Onlus of Spoleto (PG) and he is Chairman of the Scientific 
Committee of CROM (Cancer Research Center of Mercogliano) in Avellino. He has participated 
in numerous ongoing scientific collaborations with various Italian universities, including the 
Universities of Rome, Naples, Palermo, Messina and Sassari.  

Dr. Giordano’s research interests are primarily focused on the molecular genetics of cancer. In 
1993 he isolated a new tumor suppressor gene, RB/p130, which plays a major role in the cell 
cycle, ensuring proper DNA replication and essentially preventing the onset of cancer. In 2000 
he began studying the use of tumor suppressor gene therapy in lung cancer in animal models. 
The results demonstrate how, thanks to the administration of this gene by a retrovirus, it is 
possible to reduce tumor growth. Further research will concern the discovery of other 
"guardians" of the human genome, with potentially innovative applications compared to 
traditional treatments. His latest discovery is a potential new tumor marker. 

Most recently, Dr. Giordano’s research has focused on the battle to understand the relationships 
between 'environmental risk' and the genesis of tumors. 
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